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Exploring Wikis in the Classroom



Essential Question
•What is 21st century learning

What does “engaged”  21st century 
learning/ look like? 

How can (how do) web 2.0 “tools” support 
21st century learning?

What are the tools educators are using to 
create and support 21st century teaching?

How can we “model” the use of these 
tools?



Digital Natives and Web 2.0     
1985 - 2008
1977 - Apple IIe
1982 -”internet” defined
1985 - Digital Natives Born

Nintendo
1990 – Kindergarten
1991 – World Wide Web
1992 - 300 Internet users
1994 - Netscape browser
1995 - “Wikis”
1996 - 36 million online (0.9%)
1996 - Middle School

“Palm Pilots”
1997 - “Blogs”
1998 - Google
1999 - Napster 

2001 
iPod
Wikipedia

2002 – 587 million online (9.4%)
2003 – Graduates HS

MySpace 
Skype
Second Life

2004 
Podcasts
Flickr

2005 – YouTube
2006 - 1.1 billion online (16.7%)
2006 - 1 million on MySpace

Twitter
Google Documents

2007 - Graduates University
2008 – 1.5 billion online (21.9%)

http://www.xtimeline.com/timeline/Digital-Natives

http://www.xtimeline.com/timeline/Digital-Natives


2008-2016
Customized learning, anytime , anywhere

“by 2019 half of all high school classes will be 
taught over the Internet” Disrupting Class: How 
Disruptive Innovations Will Change How the World Learns, 
Clayton Christensen, 2008

Access to information of all kinds 
Portable, wireless access integrated into 
everyday life – always online
Open collaborative content



Which 21st century “skills" do you think 
were ranked highest?



Results from 96 teams of educators from: Australia( 
Victoria, NSW), United States (Colorado, Florida ,New 
York, Washington) , and South Korea 



What does it “look” like in the 
classroom?
Creativity and Innovation

Be open and responsive to new and diverse 
perspectives. 

Working in groups, students select concepts such as 
prosperity, justice, integrity, peace, or security. Each 
student in the group contributes one image to an online 
slideshow or wiki that illustrates the concept or that show 
the absence of the quality. 

21st Century Partnership - http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/



What does it “look” like in the 
classroom?

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
Identify and ask significant questions that clarify various 
points of view.

At the end of a short story unit, students brainstorm elements of 
effective short stories. Using a visual ranking tool (such as the 
Intel online visual ranking thinking tool), each student considers 
the short stories read in the unit and ranks them, using the 
comment feature of the tool to add explanations. 

21st Century Partnership - http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/



What does it “look” like in the 
classroom?

Collaboration
Outcome: Assess their performance as a group and develop 
and implement a plan to work together more productively. 

Example: Students use an “approved” wiki or asynchronous 
discussion board to reflect on a recent group activity, discussing both 
strengths and weaknesses of their team’s interaction and productivity.

21st Century Partnership - http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/



What does it “look” like in the 
classroom?
Information and Media Literacy

Outcome: Possess a fundamental understanding 
of the ethical/legal issues surrounding the access 
and use of information.

Example: Students create a online handbook in a wiki
space explaining the copyright, Fair Use, and Creative 
Commons guidelines they must follow to include music, 
images, video, or excerpt from a published text in a 
multimedia CD version of the school yearbook. The wiki 
will include an FAQ section, online resources, specific 
examples, guidelines, etc. that can be easily modified.

21st Century Partnership - http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/



Technology and Learning Spectrum
Remembering how we learned

Stage 1 - Literacy Uses
Technology Focus – Technology Skills- “Technology Centered”
○ “Just in case” technology skills
○ Teacher talk is “technology talk” rather than “learner talk.”

Stage 2 - Adapting Uses
Technology Focus – Information Consumers -“Teacher Centered”
○ “use it for something, anything… just use it”
○ Teacher talk is “same stories with new tools.”

Stage 3 -Transforming Uses
Technology Focus – Information Producers - “Student Centered”
○ “just-in-time “ technology skills as needed for learning
○ Teacher talk is “new stories with new tools.”

BernaJean Porter – www.bjpconsulting.com
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